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Sandy Library : Refurbishment 

During the last year, the Library Manager at Sandy has recruited three volunteers to 
help extend services.   

One volunteer has been recruited to provide support to people wishing to learn basic IT 
skills, and the other two volunteers to help with children’s activities.  The activities for 
children have been widely praised within the community and a steady stream of 
compliment forms has been received by Central Bedfordshire Customer Services.   

In addition, the library continues to support young people and is working with two Duke of 
Edinburgh volunteers.  Further young people will be recruited to help with fast approaching 
Summer Reading Challenge; in 2013 seven local teenagers gave their time to support this 
annual library event. 

Capital investment in Sandy Library by Central Bedfordshire Council will continue with the 
installation of two LED screens.   

One screen will be situated in the library to promote library events and a further screen will 
be installed in the meeting room to provide a modern facility for presentations.   
 

 

Highways Matters 

 
HGV Ban St Neots Road 
 
Sandy Ward Members for CBC have given their support for the introduction of the HGV ban 
as contained in the LATP (Local Area Transport Plan). This will prevent all medium and 
heavy goods traffic except for buses and vehicles which need access using St Neots Road. 
The impact on Bedford Road will not be great as that route is already a heavily used freight 
route through the Town. 
 
New Road / Station Road 
 
It is very disappointing that the resurfacing work has been postponed as agreement could 
not be reached with the Highways Agency for lane closures on the A1 to allow the work to 
be carried out in safety. Ward members will continue to press Amey, the highways 
contractor for CBC to ensure that the pothole repair work is fit for purpose and the 
resurfacing programme will be back in the schedule as soon as possible. 
 
73 Bus Route 
 
A consultation survey about the propose changes to this important route is being widely 
circulated to residents’ homes in the Fallowfield and Engayne Avenue area plus will be 
available online at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/have-your-say 
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and from Sandy library, Sandy Town Council offices and other locations. 
 
Shared Use Path Pinch Point Station Road 
 
Thanks to the residents who signed our petition and wrote to Green King directly, legal 
work to progress the widening of the shared use path outside the Bell PH in Station Road is 
proceeding to get this pathway improved.  
 
Sandy Green Wheel 
 
Proposals for a ‘green’ cycling and walking route which we hope will encircle Sandy will 
soon be out for consultation at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/council-and-
democracy/have-your-say or from Sandy library – we would welcome your views. 
 
A1 Route Improvement 
 
CBC, Bedford Borough Council and Cambridgeshire County Council are working together 
to persuade the Highways Agency and the Government that a new route for the A1 
between the A1(M) section near Baldock and the roundabout at Buckden should be back 
on the agenda for improvement. 
 
Pavement Top Ten 
 
CBC Members are working with the Town Council to come up with a top 10 list of 
pavements in the Town which are most in need of repair to put forward to our CBC 
Highways to consider. The criteria also include a mix of greatest need with most heavily 
used. eg so that a stretch in Winchester Road may score more heavily than Wren Close. 
 

HGV parking and traffic issues at the Girtford Bridge, A603/A1 slip road. 

The scheme included full reconstruction of that slip road adjacent to the petrol station, 
footway works after years of damage by HGV’s, parking restrictions, waiting bays for 
HGV’s, new waste bins and a new lay-by area provided with extra facilities at the 
Beeston/A1 slip road. 

 

Planning 

The Council dealt with 65 planning applications in the Sandy Ward, the majority of which 
were applications from people wishing to extend their homes. 

 

Environment and Waste 

Waste Services have cut back vegetation and cleared litter from land to the rear of 
Winchester Road and College Road to deter fly-tipping in the area. 

Vegetation has also been cut back on local bridleways and by the railway bridge, and trees 
have also been cut back near Bedford Road to improve access.  

There has been joint working with the Sandy Diamond Jubilee Taskforce to clear litter 
around Sandy, with Waste Services removing and disposing of the litter. This also included 
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maintenance of the gardens of senior residents in the Pyms Close, East Road and West 
Road area.  

Bins have been installed in Fallowfield estate (2 litter bins), by the village hall (1 dog bin), 
and Sand Lane (1 litter bin and 1 dog bin).  

The dog warden has patrolled Churchill Way, East Road, West Road, the play area on 
Sunderland Road, Queens Road, Bedford Road, and Laburnham Road.   

The annual programme of weed spraying and grass cutting began in March, and will be 
monitored throughout the growing season. 

Promotional activity in Sandy included a second exhibit of the ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ 
display at Sandy library for a fortnight during October and November 2013.  

Pride in Sandy took place in September where vegetation clearance and litter picking was 
focused on areas that were identified by residents. 

 

Orchard and allotments 

Partnership working continues with CBC and STC to help the Town Council lease 
two pieces of land for community allotments, and for a community orchard. 

Initial project proposals are being considered by the council, and soil testing is being 
carried out on the proposed allotment land. 
 

 

Schools  

Access and Inclusion -  School Attendance: 
The Access and Inclusion Service continues to support schools and families to maintain 
high levels of school attendance and participation in education.  
 
The service regularly visits maintained schools and academies which buy back the services 
offered. The service has continued to provide enhanced support to Sandy Upper School. 
 
Schools access funding of £1,672 has been provided to Robert Peel Lower School in 
Sandy, to support a child with a Hearing Impairment. 
 
School Improvement: 
Support continues for Maple Tree Lower School and Sandy Upper School. 
 
 

Young People 

 

NEET Young People  

At the end of February 2014 there were 19 young people in the year 12 to 14 cohort who 
were NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training).  This is lower than this time last 
year when there 23 young people who were NEET. 
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Sandy NEETs – Data taken from February 2014 

Total number of NEETs (12-14 Cohort) 19 

Gender 

Male 14 

Female 5 

Age 

16 1 

17 8 

18 6 

19 4 

Length of time NEET 

Less than 3 months 6 

3-6 months 7 

6+ months 6 

Previous Destination 

Foundation Learning/E2E Training 2 

Maint. school  5 

NAFE College 9 

Re-engagement provision 1 

Sixth form college 2 

 

Youth Provision in Sandy 
 

Groundwork has the contract to run youth work provision in Sandy.  They run 3 evening 
sessions a week at Sandy Youth Centre with an average of 30-40 young people attending. 

Currently Wednesday night is project night and recent projects have included; graffiti 
project, healthy eating, jewelry making, DJ workshop.  Groundwork has been working with 
a group of year 8 pupils at Sandy Place Academy on confidence building and will be 
working with another group on body image and self esteem and bullying after Easter.  
Groundwork attended a careers event at Sandy Upper school in March. 
 

CVS continue to run the Central Youth Volunteering Project in the north.  Volunteering 
opportunities in Sandy include helping at Sandy Carnival in June and working at Keech 
Hospice Care Shop. 
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Supporting Families 

Supporting Families is the Central Bedfordshire programme for Troubled Families.  

We are working together with partner organisations to support some 300 families who are 
struggling to cope with challenging issues such as unemployment, children persistently 
absent from school, family members engaging in anti social behaviour and involvement in 
substance misuse. 

Through a dedicated worker families can access a range of additional support tailored to 
their needs such as keeping children in school, preventing youth crime or anti-social 
behaviour; getting back into work or overcoming substance misuse and domestic violence. 

Our data suggests there are over 20 families in Sandy whom we will be seeking to work 
with as part of the Supporting Families programme.  

 

Adult Social Care 

In the Sandy area over 2013/14, Private Sector Housing completed: 
  

 18 Disabled Facilities Grants for clients needing major adaptations - other cases are 
in progress. 

 

 2 Renewal Assistance cases (1 for essential Heating repairs, 1 for heating and 
windows). 

 

 PSH received 36 Service Requests not relating to grants and loan assistance from 
Sandy residents. Of these 36; 13 were in respect of poor housing standards, and 7 
were in respect of public health related issues 

 

 In addition, 51 service requests were received regarding various advice and 
assistance requests. Some of these will have resulted in DFG or Renewal 
Assistance completions mentioned above but other will be signposting to other 
agencies, or will result in energy rating surveys. Most of the 51 enquiries were in 
respect of DFG assistance. 
 

 

Just Ask 

Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire is working in partnership with the council, 
housing associations, and Voluntary and Community Sector partners, on the ‘Just 
Ask’ project, and will be visiting areas across Central Bedfordshire in 2014. 
 
‘Just Ask’ provides information, advice and guidance about social care, health, housing and 
additional services.  
 
The Just Ask event for Sandy is scheduled for Friday 17 October in the Market Square. 
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Sandy Community First (SCF) 

£11,519.39 has been allocated in grant funding from SCF in 2013/14. Some of these 
projects include: 
 

 £800 to Link A Ride to enable people unable to use public transport to get out and 
about; 

 £500 to Sandy Army Cadet Force for camping and outdoor equipment; 

 £500 to Sandy preschool for play equipment; 

 £400 to Viv’s Bingo for entertainment and social activity for older people; and 

 £350 to St Swithun’s community choir. 
 
2014 / 15 is the final year of SCF funding, and there is £5654.00 remaining to be allocated 
within this year. 
 
The SCF panel also grants funding to projects on behalf of STC. 
 
 

Council Tax 

Central Bedfordshire Council's element of the tax has remained the same as last 
year and this is the fourth year running that it's been frozen as part of the council’s 
commitment to offer residents good value for money. 

From April the average householder in the area will continue to pay a weekly charge of £25 
per household, based on a Band D property. 
 
 

Ward Profiles 

Information released recently from the 2011 Census data provides an up-to-date 
picture of who lives in our wards. 

CBC’s Insight Team has produced a two-page summary for every ward, town and parish in 
Central Bedfordshire. 

Each summary helps to answer the key questions about ward residents, and shows 
comparisons with both Central Bedfordshire as a whole and England. 
 

 

Community Safety 

Recorded crime in Sandy Town* April 2013 – March 2014: 
 

 445 crimes recorded (down 97 compared to previous year  - 18% decrease) 

 3 robberies (up 3 from last year - 300% increase) 

 23 domestic burglaries (down 19 from last year 45% decrease) 

 21 TOMV (up 16 from last year - 320% increase)  

 48 TFMV (down 20 from last year - 29% decrease) 
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Robberies – there were 3 robberies in the town in the last 12 months. All were very 
different and there is no evident series or repeat offenders.   
 
Theft Of Motor Vehicle (TOMV) – Crime reports suggest that the vast majority of motor 
vehicles were stolen from residential streets, outside the owners address and that the 
vehicles were locked and secure.     
 
Offences were throughout the week, but mainly late at night or overnight.   Offences are 
evenly spread throughout the year with an average of two offences each month and are 
continuing. 
 
 

Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre 

Following the successful management of the Jenkins Pavilion by Stevenage Leisure 
Ltd last year, the decision was made to include the facility in the new Central 
Bedfordshire Council Leisure Management Contract which included Sandy Sports 
Centre. 

The new contract was awarded to Stevenage Leisure.  The inclusion of the Jenkins 
Pavilion in the contract has not only resulted in financial savings to Sandy Town Council,  
but will allow for a more joined up approach to the management of the artificial pitch, sports 
centre and pavilion.  

This will result in the residents of Sandy being able to enjoy a broad and varied programme 
of physical activity across the site. 
 

 

Business Support  

Work has progressed with the Middlefields Road Industrial Estate forum.  

Several meetings of the group have taken place. The main activity of the group is looking to 
establish a Business Improvement District for the estate to tackle issues such as security 
and make general improvements to the appearance of the site.  

Consultants have been commissioned to investigate the viability of establishing a BID and 
an awareness event is scheduled for May 14. The consultants will coordinate the process 
and run the ballot of the industrial estate tenants to determine if the BID will go ahead. 

Key employer visits have taken place with Albion Design and Fabrication and Manor 
Concepts. The Lord-Lieutenant has also visited Manor Concepts.  

Work has also taken place with the owners of the Sand Lane Business Park to make 
improvements to the access to the site. These include addressing pot holes, cutting back 
the canopy, installing grit boxes and improving signage. 

Looking forward, CBC are furthering the BID process and will continue with key employer 
site visits. 

 


